PETER GRAHAM HOWE, 74 ) AIR FORCE FIGHTER PILOT

Colonel was responsible for NATO air planning for Europe

BY NOREEN SHANAHAN

olonel Peter Graham

Howe achieved victory in
. Canada’s longest war, but
he fought against the Allies
and only in mock battles.

In a single-seat F-86 Sabre
jet, Mr. Howe fought dogfights
over Germany with other NA-
TO teams.

Instead of shooting each
other down, they had a cam-
era indicate whether or not
they’d actually be shot down
if they were in real air battle.

“We practised against each
other; there were big exercises
against other air forces,” said
fellow pilot Paul Hayes. “We'd
have a huge exercise where
we'd invade England. They
came before us, on the conti-
nent, and we’d intercept them,
... it was a very serious busi-

' ness. It was the Cold War, and

we knew who was on the oth-
er side of the Iron Curtain and
what their capabilities were.”
About a third of the squa-
dron had flown fighters in the
Second World War. Younger
pilots learned their style but
perhaps more important, they
learned about camaraderie.
“This was where all the spir-

. it came from ... looking out
| for your friends and the peo-
| ple you worked with,” said Mr.
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Colonel Peter Howe was the one who remembered to order flowers
for Diana, Princess of Wales, when she furned 22 on a royal tour.

Hayes. “You can go to the best
schools in the world and youw'll
never learn that.”

Mr. Howe logged thousands
of hours as a jet pilot and suc-
cessfully led his squadrons in
international competitions
during his 30 years with the
air force.

Short of starting a war, these
exercises allowed them fo
maintain combat readiness.
Later in his career, Mr, Howe
was responsible for NATO air
planning for Europe, reporting
to former U.S. Secretary of
State General Alexander Haig,
who was then Supreme Allied
Commander in Europe.

As a small boy growing up
in Hamilton, Pete’s eyes were
fixed on the controls. On Sun-
day evenings during the war,
he and his brother Mike lis-
tened to a radio show called L
for Lanky, featuring the Lan-
caster bomber. While tuned to
the radio, the boys sliced
through cereal boxes to create
cockpit instrument panels.
They flew missions over Ger-
many, were wounded each
time, but still won the war.

Pete attended Westdale High
School, where he excelled ath-
letically and academically,
winning alpine skiing tro-
phies, football championships,
and was even wooed by the

Hamilton Tiger Cats.

His parents, Elsie and Glover
Howe, thought these events
swelled his head so they sent
him to the Royal Military Col-
lege hoping to shrink it down
with discipline. In 1955, he got
his wings. He graduated three
years later and went on to
study chemical engineering at
Queen’s University. After grad-
uation, he joined the RCAF,
first as a fighter pilot posted in
Baden-Sollengen, Germany.

In 1958 he married his high-
school sweetheart, Olga Pe-
trak. They moved to a base in
Moose Jaw, and started a fami-
1y, while Mr. Howe instructed

| fliers on the Harvard aircraft,

the mainstay of RCAF training.

In the early seventies, he be-
came Commander of the 434
squadron of CF-5 fighters in
Cold Lake, Alta. His last post
was CFB North Bay, where he
was base commander.

While at North Bay, Mr.
Howe fell in love with Laurie
Magee. In 1980, once his di-
vorce came though, they were
married.

He retired from the Air
Force in 1082, but not before
successfully tending to one fi-
nal duty. That year, he was in
charge of logistics for Prince
Charles and Diana's royal tour.

As the story goes, at the last

moment Mr. Howe noticed
there were no flowers for Dia
na’s 22nd birthday the next
day. He discussed this mattet
with palace authorities and
was authorized to purchase
the bouquet.

“T’m not sure that the Prin¢
had not forgotten her birthd:
but ... it seems that he may
not have thought of flowers,’
said Laurie Howe. “Bucking-
ham Palace subsequently re-
imbursed him.”

In 1083, Mr. Howe became i
senior manager at Eastern
Provincial Airways [later par
of Canadian Pacific] and a fe
years later moved with the ai
line to Vancouver, as directo1
of corporate safety. Mr. Howe
retired from Canadian Airlim
in 2000 and started a consull
ing business, dealing in safet;
and energy management. He
permanently retired in 2006
and moved with Laurie from
Vancouver to Brighton, Ont.

PETER HOWE

Peter Graham Howe was born ¢
Feb. 7, 1935, in Hamilton. He dig
Feb. 25, 2009, in Brighton, Ont.
of colon cancer. He was 74. He
leaves wife Laurie, children Tim
and Mary Kapitza, stepchildren
Marc and Daniel Magee and
grandchildren Bryton, Raine, A
drew and Michael.

FEEDBACK TO OBIT@GLOBEANDMAIL.COM



